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W elcome to Issue 46 of Back 
To Prabhupada (BTP). 

The bulk of this issue is dedi- 
cated to destroying a deception 
which is used to extinguish all 
possibility that SrTla Prabhupada 
remains the diksa guru of ISKCON. 
This deception is that the physi- 
cal departure of the spiritual mas- 
ter from an institution automati- 
cally results in that spiritual mas- 
ter having to stop initiating. With- 
out this deception, the following 
"nightmare" scenario for the GBC 
becomes a reality: 

1) If the spiritual master does 
not have to stop initiating im- 
mediately on his departure, then 
this would mean that the spirit- 
ual master remains in place. And 
rtvik initiations on behalf of SrTla 
Prabhupada, which SrTla Prabhu- 
pada ordered for ISKCON without 
a corresponding order that they 
terminate on his departure, could 
continue in his physical absence. 

2) If the spiritual master then 
remains in place after departure, it 
means that, in principle, he could 
continue to be available as the 
diksa guru for all future devotees 
who join ISKCON. 

3) Once this occurs, devotees 
would/io longer immediately be 
forced to choose whatever spiritu- 
al masters the GBC votes in as be- 
ing substitutes for SrTla Prabhu- 
pada, because SrTla Prabhupada 
is supposedly not available. Rath- 
er, with SrTla Prabhupada continu- 
ing to remain ISKCON's diksa guru, 
unauthorised voted-in GBC "suc- 
cessors" would no longer be nec- 


essary as a substitute for SrTla 
Prabhupada. 

And thus, with the end of the 
departure deception, we would 
arrive at the IRM's position, that 
SrTla Prabhupada is the sole diksa 
guru for ISKCON, period! 

It is to avoid the possibility of 
this "nightmare" scenario, which 
would finish the "guru business" 
for good, as well as to prevent 
even the possibility of this de- 
parture deception being exam- 
ined and exposed, that the GBC 
is forced to still desperately cling 
to a discredited theory. And that 
is to claim that SrTla Prabhupada 
was, in any case, succeeded on 
his departure by 1 1 rtviks turning 
into diksa gurus. We say "discred- 
ited theory" because of the facts: 

a) In 1 978, it was first claimed 
that SrTla Prabhupada had "se- 
lected" these 1 1 rtviks as "spirit- 
ual masters" (GBC resolution 16, 
Morning session, 19/3/78). 

b) By 1 990, realising that there 
was zero evidence that these 1 1 
rtviks had been selected to be an- 
ything other than rtviks, we had 
GBC member RavTndra SvarGpa 
Dasa stating that what actually 
happened was: 

"[...] this is the selection that 
never was. [...] he both select- 
ed and didn't select, very clev- 
erly or obliquely, and at arm's 
length. This was a nod in their 
direction." 

(Ravindra Svarupa Dasa, San Diego 
Rtvik Debate, 1990) 

c) Then, in 2004, the GBC went 
even further. They withdrew their 


position paper which stated 
that SrTla Prabhupada had given 
an "order" for the 1 1 rtviks to be- 
come diksa gurus as soon as SrTla 
Prabhupada departed. This with- 
drawal followed an analysis by 
HH Jayadvaita Swami which con- 
cluded that at best we can only 
say that SrTla Prabhupada "implic- 
itly intended" for these 1 1 rtviks to 
become diksa gurus (please see 
BTP 17, "Playing Games with the 
Truth"). And when we conclude 
what someone "intended" rather 
than said, and even this only "im- 
plicitly", we are in the realm of not 
fact, but mind-reading. 

d) At least 8 of these 1 1 " diksa 
gurus" were subsequently found 
to not even be following the devo- 
tional standards that a neophyte 
bhakta is supposed to follow. 

Thus, the theory is so discred- 
ited that even the GBC admit we 
have to go from "selected" to "no 
selection arm's length nod" gob- 
bledegook, to "implicit intention" 
mind-reading. And this is com- 
bined with the claim that SrTla 
Prabhupada specifically chose 
those who were nowhere near 
the level to become diksa gurus, 
to become diksa gurus. But that is 
the whole point. The GBC is forced 
to prop up such a laughable non- 
sensical theory simply because 
without it, their essential depar- 
ture deception is opened up to be- 
ing examined and defeated — and 
that is exactly what this issue does. 

Thank you and Hare Krsna. 

In SrTla Prabhupada' service, 

Krishnakant 


IRM Mission Statement 

S ince the physical departure of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami SrTla Prabhupada from our ma- 
terial vision on November 14, 1977, the International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON), the 
great movement that he single-handedly founded in 1 966, and which is the only hope for humanity, has un- 
dergone a massive deterioration in its spiritual purity. This has been due to various deviations from the instruc- 
tions and standards given by SrTla Prabhupada, the chief of which being his displacement as the sole diksa 
guru for ISKCON. The ISKCON Revival Movement (IRM) seeks to restore ISKCON to its former glory, purity and 
philosophical chastity through the re-institution of all the instructions and standards that SrTla Prabhupada 
gave, beginning with his role as the sole authority and diksa guru for ISKCON. The IRM's position is set out in 
The Final Order — see back page to order your free copy. 
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A 

S rila Prabhupada's directive of 
July 9th, 1977, allowed Srila 
Prabhupada to remain ISKCON's 
diksa guru even in his physical 
absence, via representatives au- 
thorised to conduct initiations on 
his behalf. The GBC has argued 
that such a system whereby Srila 
Prabhupada remains ISKCON's 
diksa guru is not possible since it 
would mean overturning all that 
Srila Prabhupada had taught in 
his books (the quote below refers 
to this rtvik system): 

"In conclusion, it is very hard 
for those who knew Prabhu- 
pada and his consistency of 
teaching, or for that matter an- 
yone who has made a thorough 
study of his books, to accept 
that Srila Prabhupada intend- 
ed his followers to completely 
overturn all of his voluminous 
teachings." 

(Prabhupada's Order ; GBC, 1998) 

Hence, it is argued that Srila 
Prabhupada would not spring 
a "new" system of initiation on 
ISKCON just before his departure. 

Below we examine the evi- 
dence for what Srila Prabhupada 
taught in his books, and who is ac- 
tually introducing a new system of 
initiation. 

The normal system 

In his books, Srila Prabhupada 
gives the system that general- 
ly determines who becomes the 
diksa guru: 

"Generally a spiritual master 
who constantly instructs a disci- 
ple in spiritual science becomes 
his initiating spiritual master 
later on 

(Cc., Adi -Ilia, 1 .35) 

"[...] generally the siksa-gu- 
ru later on becomes the diksa - 
guru." 

(SB, 4.12.32) 

Thus, normally the person who 
instructs a disciple as a siksa guru 
goes on to become his diksa guru. 
Srila Prabhupada does, how- 


ever, specifically state an excep- 
tion to this general system being 
followed: 

"Suniti, however, being a 
woman, and specifically his mo- 
ther, could not become Dhruva 
Maharaja's diksa- guru." 

(SB, 4.12.32) 

But Srila Prabhupada does not 
go on to state the following "de- 
parture exception" for this system 
anywhere in his teachings: 

"The siksa guru, however, not 
being physically present, can not 
become a diksa guru." 

Srila Prabhupada's 
system for ISKCON 

In his books, Srila Prabhupada 
states the system of initiation to 
be followed in ISKCON: 

"Due to the necessity of 
these activities, we do not im- 
mediately initiate disciples in 
the International Society for 
Krishna Consciousness. For six 
months, a candidate for initia- 
tion must first attend arati and 
classes in the sastras, practice 
the regulative principles and 
associate with other devotees. 
When one is actually advanced 
in the purascarya-vidhi, he is 
recommended by the local tem- 
ple president for initiation." 

(Cc., Madhya-lila, 1 5.1 08) 

Srila Prabhupada explains that 
as soon as one joins ISKCON, they 
attend classes in the sastra (scrip- 
ture), and after 6 months they are 
initiated upon recommendation 
by the temple president. During 
Srila Prabhupada's physical pres- 
ence, all these classes were based 
entirely on Srila Prabhupada's 
teachings, with the classes con- 
sisting of readings and discus- 
sions of only Srila Prabhupada's 
books. And then the subsequent 
initiation always resulted in the 
candidate accepting Srila Prabhu- 
pada as his diksa guru. Hence, the 
person from whom one initial- 
ly learned about the teachings 


of Krishna consciousness — Srila 
Prabhupada — went on to become 
one's diksa guru. In this way, the 
system also tallied with the nor- 
mal guru system described in Srila 
Prabhupada's books, quoted in 
the previous section. 

And, since here Srila Prabhu- 
pada describes the initiation sys- 
tem to be followed in ISKCON in 
his books, it must be followed 
in ISKCON at all times, since his 
books are also applicable with- 
in ISKCON for all time. And, as 
this system resulted in the rec- 
ommended candidate automati- 
cally becoming a disciple of Srila 
Prabhupada after 6 months, the 
same result must also occur at all 
times in ISKCON. Indeed, this sys- 
tem as described cannot result in 
one becoming initiated by anyone 
other than Srila Prabhupada. For 
the system does not make pro- 
vision for a candidate to start as- 
sociating with and searching for 
another diksa guru after the ini- 
tial 6-month training period un- 
der Srila Prabhupada's teachings 
is completed, as occurs under the 
current GBC system. Hence, Srila 
Prabhupada can be the only pos- 
sible person by whom one can be- 
come initiated under the system 
described in Srila Prabhupada's 
books as being the initiation sys- 
tem for ISKCON. 

And we noted in the last sec- 
tion that Srila Prabhupada has not 
given any "departure" exception 
that would prevent this system 
from continuing to be applied in 
ISKCON at all times. 

GBC's new system 

However, instead of following 
the initiation system given by Sri- 
la Prabhupada in his books, the 
GBC has invented a system which 
has a management committee 
voting in dozens of diksa gurus 
who are subordinate to them. The 
GBC states that this system is new 
since: 



Srila Prabhupada's initiation 
system should be followed 


1 ) It is not based on guru, sdd- 
hu and sastra : 

"Our present system has in- 
stitutionalized a process of sen- 
ior devotees voting or offering 
no-objection to prospective gu- 
rus. But we do not find that this 
institutionalized blessing seek- 
ing process is mentioned by 
guru, sadhu or sastra as the way 
that one is authorized to be- 
come a guru." 

(Balancing the Roles of the GBC and 
the Disciple in Guru Selection, "Sastric 
Advisory Committee to the GBC") 

2) It has no basis in Vaisnava 
tradition: 

"[...] the idea of this GBC is 
not exactly traditional [...] when 
you're going to have a single in- 
stitution with many different 
spiritual masters and there are 
many different disciples who are 
going to have to work togeth- 
er in a cooperative and unified 
way. Just hadn't been done." 

(HG Ravindra Svarupa Dasa, GBC 
member. Lecture, 29/6-3/7/99) 

3) And, as a simple exami- 
nation will reveal, we can note 
that it was never ordered by Srila 
Prabhupada either in his books or 
anywhere else. 

Conclusion 

We have a choice between: 

1) Following Srila Prabhu- 
pada's initiation system. 

2) Manufacturing a new ini- 
tiation system not given by Srila 
Prabhupada. 

Followers of Srila Prabhupada 
will choose his system. However, 
the GBC decided to manufacture 
their own new system. 


please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare and be happy! 
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Offensive Discrimination Against the Diksa Guru 


W e will demonstrate here how 
the arguments that are put 
forth to justify why SrTla Prabhu- 
pada must stop initiating on his de- 
parture are based on making a dis- 
crimination that is condemned by 
SrTla Prabhupada. 

GBC bans normal system 

The previous article showed 
SrTla Prabhupada teaching that 
the normal system is for a siksa 
guru to go on to become a diksa 
guru. The GBC teaches that every- 
one's first siksa guru in ISKCON will 
always be SrTla Prabhupada: 

"That a new devotee who 
follows the four regulative 
principles and chants sixteen 
rounds for the first six months 
should chant Srfla Prabhu- 
pada's pranam mantra and wor- 
ship him as Founder -Acarya of 
ISKCON and his siksa guru." 

(GBC Resolution 71, 1992) 

And that he will always be the 
preeminent siksa guru: 

"Srila Prabhupada, is the pre- 
eminent and compulsory siksa - 
guru for all vaisnavas (gurus and 
disciples) in the Society" 

(GBC Resolution 409, 1999) 

Hence, the GBC should then 
allow SrTla Prabhupada to become 
everyone's diksa guru, as this is 
what "generally" happens. Yet, this 
normal system of what "generally" 
happens is expressly forbidden by 
GBC Resolution 303, 1999. Though 
the GBC has already accepted that 
SrTla Prabhupada continues to act 
as a siksa guru after his physical 
departure, the GBC explains this 
resolution by claiming that one 
cannot assert the same in regards 
to his continuing as a diksa guru. 
The above-mentioned resolution 
states: 

"the doctrine that Srlla 
Prabhupada desired to contin- 
ue to act as diksa guru after his 
departure from this world" 

is a: 

"dangerous philosophical 
deviation" 


Parampara principle 

In the GBC resolution men- 
tioned in the previous section 
(Resolution 303, 1999), the GBC 
justifies SrTla Prabhupada func- 
tioning differently as siksa and 
diksa guru after his physical de- 
parture, by claiming that his act- 
ing as diksa guru after his depar- 
ture: 

"directly goes against the 

*% m 

principle of parampara itself (of 
successive diksa and siksa gu- 
rus), which sustains the pure 
teachings and practices of 
Krishna consciousness." 

Here the principle of param- 
para is defined as being "succes- 
sive diksa and siksa gurus". But, 
according to this definition, SrTla 
Prabhupada continuing to act as 
diksa guru does not go against 
the principle of parampara, be- 
cause he himself would be acting 
as a successive diksa guru, hav- 
ing succeeded his spiritual mas- 
ter, SrTla Bhaktisiddhanta Saras- 
vatT Jhakura. For the definition 
given here by the GBC does not 
state that a successor in the par- 
ampara is prevented from contin- 
uing to act as a diksa guru (or siksa 
guru) after his physical departure. 
Nor does the principle of the par- 
ampara as taught by SrTla Prabhu- 
pada state this. 

Diksa guru discrimination 

Hence, the parampara princi- 
ple, by the GBC's own definition, 
does not prevent the normal sys- 
tem of initiation taught by SrTla 
Prabhupada, whereby he would 
become the diksa guru for every- 
one who joined ISKCON. And we 
already saw in the first section that 
the GBC has no problem with SrTla 
Prabhupada continuing to act as 
a siksa guru today, even after his 
physical departure. Hence, the 
only way they can justify their res- 
olution that the diksa guru con- 
tinuing to initiate after his physi- 
cal disappearance would violate 
the parampara principle, is if they 


fabricated the following principle: 

"Though a siksa guru can con- 
tinue to act in the parampara even 
after his physical departure, a dTksa 
guru cannot do this ." 

Hence, they would simply be 
discriminating between the diksa 
and siksa gurus, stating that there 
is a difference between them in 
their spiritual ability to act in the 
parampara. 

The resolution also claims that 
the prohibition on SrTla Prabhu- 
pada continuing to act as diksa 
guru after his physical departure: 

"is a necessity in the matter 
of sustaining a living tradition." 

But we have seen that the 
GBC does not consider it neces- 
sary to prohibit SrTla Prabhupada 
functioning as a siksa guru after 
his physical departure in order to 
"sustain a living tradition". 

Therefore, in addition to dis- 
criminating between the diksa 
and siksa guru in terms of their 
ability to act in the parampara, 
the GBC is also discriminating be- 
tween them in respect of their 
ability to "sustain a living tradi- 
tion". 

Discrimination offense 

SrTla Prabhupada teaches that 
it is an offense to see any differ- 
ence between a siksa and diksa 
guru and thus discriminate be- 
tween them: 

"According to sastric injunc- 
tions, there is no difference be- 
tween siksa-guru and diksa-gu- 
ru, and generally the siksa- gu- 
ru later on becomes the diksa- 
guru." 

(SB, 4.12.32) 

"There is no difference be- 
tween the shelter-giving Su- 
preme Lord and the initiating 
Idiksa] and instructing [siksa] 
spiritual masters. If one foolish- 
ly discriminates between them, 
he commits an offense in the dis- 
charge of devotional service."* 
(Cc., Adi-lila , 1 .47, emphasis added) 

Specifically, SrTla Prabhupada 



Srlla Prabhupada: Continues 
to initiate in the parampara 


does not state that such a differ- 
ence between them is allowed 
due to the physical departure of 
the diksa guru. Therefore, to en- 
gage in such diksa guru discrim- 
ination based on the diksa guru's 
physical departure would be to 
commit "an offense in the dis- 
charge of devotional service". 
And yet, as we have document- 
ed, this is exactly what the GBC 
has done. 

Conclusion 

In order to claim that SrTla 
Prabhupada stops initiating as 
soon as he physically departs, the 
GBC has tried to invoke the par- 
ampara principle. But such an in- 
vocation is false. Rather, they 
have stopped SrTla Prabhupada 
from initiating by discriminating 
between how SrTla Prabhupada 
would function as a siksa and 
diksa guru based on his physical 
departure. But such discrimina- 
tion is not taught by SrTla Prabhu- 
pada. Rather, such discrimination 
is condemned as being offensive. 

* This equivalence between Krishna 
and the siksa and diksa gurus au- 
tomatically means that the same 
equivalence exists between the 
siksa and diksa gurus: 

"So according to the axiomatic 
truth, things equal to one another 
are equal to each other. [...] Things 
equal to the same thing are equal to 
one another." 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 31/10/69) 


please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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I n the previous two articles, we 
noted that the GBC has no basis 
to invent the restriction that physical 
departure restricts the diksa guru 
from continuing to function. For, 
not only is the making of such a re- 
striction not taught by SrTla Prabhu- 
pada, but it is actually forbidden. In 
this article, we examine this made- 
up restriction in detail and demon- 
strate its absurdity. 

Diksa occurs after 
physical departure 

SrTla Prabhupada teaches that 
diksa is a process, not a one-time 
event: 

" Diksa is the process by 
which one can awaken his tran- 
scendental knowledge and van- 
quish all reactions caused by 
sinful activity. A person expert 
in the study of the revealed 
scriptures knows this process as 
diksa:' 

(Cc., Madhya-lila, 15.108) 

" Diksa actually means initi- 
ating a disciple with transcen- 
dental knowledge by which he 
becomes freed from all materi- 
al contamination/' 

(Cc., Madhya-lila, 4.1 1 1 ) 

It involves having "all" reac- 
tions caused by sinful activity 
vanquished and being freed from 
"all" material contamination, and 
therefore does not occur instantly 
but can continue for many years. 
Yet, SrTla Prabhupada was phys- 
ically present for just a few years 
after founding ISKCON, and most 
if not all of his disciples continue 
to still become purified almost 40 
years after his physical departure. 
But they have not taken anoth- 
er "physically" present diksa guru, 
nor are they supposed to: 

"A devotee must have only 
one initiating spiritual master 
because in the scriptures ac- 
ceptance of more than one is al- 
ways forbidden." 

(Cc., Adi-lila, 1 .35) 

Thus, the process of diksa and 
the diksa relationship can occur 


predominantly after the physical 
departure of the diksa guru. 

So the process of diksa is not 
restricted by the diksa guru's phys- 
ical departure. 

Unimportant is important 

Given this fact about diksa, 
the GBC is thus forced to claim 
that only the very beginning of 
the diksa process — as symbolised 
by an initiation ceremony — is sub- 
ject to this physical departure re- 
striction. Yet the initiation cere- 
mony is not even important, but 
just a formality: 

"Initiation is a formality. If 
you are serious, that is real ini- 
tiation. [...] My touch is simply 
a formality." 

(BTG, "The Search for the Divine") 

"Initiation is formality. Just 
like you go to a school for know- 
ledge, and admission is formal- 
ity. That is not very important 
thing." 

(Srlla Prabhupada Interview, 16/10/76) 

And in the last section we saw 
that the actual process of diksa 
that occurs after the initiation cer- 
emony is not restricted by SrTla 
Prabhupada's physical departure. 

Thus, we have the ludicrous 
proposition that, while the whole 
essential process of diksa itself 
does not require the diksa guru 
to be restricted by his physical de- 
parture, the nonessential initia- 
tion ceremony does! Hence, this 
restriction is illogical and arbitrary, 
contrived only for the purpose of 
removing SrTla Prabhupada as 
ISKCON's diksa guru the second he 
physically departed. 

No physical presence 

Leaving aside the illogical 
and absurd claim that the phys- 
ical departure restriction on the 
diksa guru is essential only for the 
nonessential initiation ceremo- 
ny, the restriction is also ludicrous 
for another reason: SrTla Prabhu- 
pada demonstrated that he was 
not even required to be physically 


present for the initiation ceremo- 
ny! In the July 9th, 1977 directive, 
SrTla Prabhupada set up a process 
of initiation that was to be carried 
out in the movement for everyone 
from that moment onwards, with- 
out any requirement for his phys- 
ical presence. Every single aspect 
of the initiation ceremony — giv- 
ing a spiritual name, formally ac- 
cepting the candidate as an initi- 
ated disciple of SrTla Prabhupada, 
and the performance of the actu- 
al initiation fire ceremony — would 
be conducted by rtvik represent- 
atives and the temple president 
without any involvement from SrT- 
la Prabhupada. 

Thus, the ludicrous restriction 
has just become even more ludi- 
crous, if such a thing is possible: 

The only activity that is re- 
stricted from being performed 
by the diksa guru once he is not 
physically present, is one that 
does not require the diksa guru to 
be physically present! 

No physical restrictions 

We can round off exposing 
how the GBC's restriction on the 
diksa guru due to physical de- 
parture is absurd by noting that 
ISKCON's leadership has already 
accepted that there is no physi- 
cal departure restriction on SrTla 
Prabhupada performing any as- 
pect of diksa. In the BTP 38 arti- 
cle, "DTksa Denial - 2: Denying Sri la 
Prabhupada is a Living Guru", we 
quoted ISKCON gurus and GBCs 
accepting that SrTla Prabhupada: 

Initiates, imparts knowl- 
edge, reciprocates, liberates, 
trains, associates, allows us to 
approach/inquire/surrender, 
takes us to Krishna, and per- 
forms every other conceivable 
function required for him to act 
as our diksa guru. The full list can 
be seen here: 

www.iskconirm.com/denial 

In addition, SrTla Prabhupada 
has also taught numerous times 
that there is no connection be- 



Srila Prabhupada: Ludicrous 
to stop him giving diksa 


tween his spiritual activities and 
physicality, with many statements 
such as: 

"Physical presence is imma- 
terial". 

"So we should associate by 
the vibration, and not by the 
physical presence. That is real 
association." 

And so on. One can find an 
extensive list of dozens of such 
quotes in the appendices of The 
Final Order, here: 

www.iskconirm.com/tfo 

So, continuing our expose of 
the GBC's ludicrousness, we can 
note: 

Having accepted that there 
is no physical departure restric- 
tion on SrTla Prabhupada perform- 
ing the activities required to act as 
a diksa guru, the GBC claims that 
there is a physical departure re- 
striction on SrTla Prabhupada act- 
ing as a diksa guru! 

Conclusion 

a) Diksa is a process not re- 
stricted by the physical departure 
of the diksa guru. 

b) There are no restrictions on 
SrTla Prabhupada acting as a diksa 
guru after his physical departure. 

c) The initiation ceremony is 
not essential and in any case does 
not require the physical presence 
of the diksa guru. 

Thus, from every conceivable 
angle, to even claim that the diksa 
guru must be restricted from act- 
ing because of his physical depar- 
ture is simply ludicrous. 


please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare and be happy! 
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The Debate is Over 


D evotees often write to us ask- 
ing why we do not have an of- 
ficial debate with the GBC to set- 
tle once and for all the dispute 
over SrTla Prabhupada's position 
in ISKCON. There are two points to 
consider regarding this sugges- 
tion for a debate. One is that an 
official debate authorised by the 
GBC has already taken place. This 
was held under the auspices of 
Martin Luther University, Germa- 
ny, and can be read here: 
www.iskconirm.com/mlu.pdf 
The second point is whether 
or not there is actually anything at 
all to debate, for a debate implies 
that there are two rational oppos- 
ing viewpoints. Below we exam- 
ine this second point. 

Only one viewpoint 

The one fact that would de- 
stroy any potential “debate" even 
before it started is that the GBC 
can be quoted to have the same 
position as the IRM! We say "fact" 
because we would only be quot- 
ing the words of the GBC, GBC 
members and other ISKCON lead- 
ers to establish what they state. 
Some examples of this are: 

1) Recently we had the GBC 
"Foundational Document" for the 
whole of ISKCON establishing the 
IRM's position that SrTla Prabhu- 
pada will always remain ISKCON's 
only diksa guru (up to another 
9500 years) as its Founder-Acdrya. 
A book documenting this was 
sent along with BTP 43 to every 
subscriber, and that issue also had 
articles establishing this point. 

2) In BTP 41, we had anoth- 
er GBC-endorsed document, 
this time a "Vision Statement" for 
ISKCON UK, explaining that SrTla 
Prabhupada existed as the diksa 
guru authority for ISKCON. 

3) We also have BTP Special 
Summary Issue 2, which quotes 
various ISKCON gurus, GBCs and 
leaders agreeing with the IRM's 
position in detail. 

So, in a debate between the 


IRM and a GBC which agrees with 
the IRM, only the IRM can win, and 
hence there is nothing to debate! 

No basis for opposition 

The previous 3 articles estab- 
lished in detail that there is no 
basis, either from SrTla Prabhu- 
pada's teachings, or even from 
what the GBC accept, for assum- 
ing that physical departure repre- 
sents a natural point at which SrTla 
Prabhupada should cease to act as 
ISKCON's diksa guru. Nor, as a sim- 
ple examination of SrTla Prabhu- 
pada's statements will show, did 
SrTla Prabhupada state that he was 
going to cease acting as ISKCON's 
diksa guru at his physical depar- 
ture (or at any other time). Thus, 
there is no reason to assume or 
propose that there exists a restric- 
tion on SrTla Prabhupada initiat- 
ing due to his physical departure. 
A knee-jerk emotional reaction to 
this fact has been to claim some- 
thing along the following lines: 

"If Srila Prabhupada is not re- 
stricted from initiating after his 
physical departure, then what is to 
restrict Lord Brahma, or anyone else 
for that matter, from initiating?" 

The answer is they are pre- 
vented from initiating by the par- 
ampara principle, or more precise- 
ly by the fact that we must only 
take initiation from the current 
link in the parampara : 

"[...] the message of Sri mad- 
Bhagavatam is coming down by 
disciplic succession, and in order 
to receive the real message of 
Srimad-Bhagavatam one should 
approach the current link, or 
spiritual master, in the chain of 
disciplic succession. After being 
initiated by the proper spiritu- 
al master in that chain of succes- 
sion, one should engage himself 
in the discharge of tapasya in the 
execution of devotional service." 
(SB, 2.9.7) 

And it is not disputed by any 
ISKCON leader that from 1 966 on- 
wards, the current link in the par- 


ampara, at least for all ISKCON 
members, was only SrTla Prabhu- 
pada. Hence, previous members 
of the parampara are already pre- 
vented from initiating by the par- 
ampara "current link" principle, 
not by some "physical departure" 
restriction that SrTla Prabhupada 
never taught. 

Thus, since no reason or ba- 
sis exists for claiming that SrTla 
Prabhupada's position as ISKCON's 
diksa guru must be restricted due 
to his physical departure, there 
is no credible opposition to the 
IRM's position on this point. 

No way out 

Thus, given that SrTla Prabhu- 
pada never taught: 

a) That he would give up act- 
ing as ISKCON's diksa guru on his 
physical departure; 

b) A diksa guru has to auto- 
matically cease acting due to his 
physical departure; 

a counter-argument offered is: 

"Yes, Srila Prabhupada could be 
ISKCON's dTksa guru permanently if 
he wanted to, as he did not teach 
anything that prevents this [facts 

a) and b) above]. But Srila Prabhu- 
pada did not actually do this." 

However, it is not disputed 
that in 1966, after SrTla Prabhu- 
pada founded ISKCON, he estab- 
lished himself as ISKCON's sole 
diksa guru. If SrTla Prabhupada had 
then gone on to teach either a) or 

b) above, it would have meant that 
his position as ISKCON's diksa guru 
was only temporary, to be ended 
when he physically departed. But, 
since he did not teach a) or b), it 
means his position as ISKCON's 
diksa guru was not temporary. And 
a position can only be established 
either on a permanent or tempo- 
rary basis. Thus, if it is not tempo- 
rary, then it must be permanent. 
Hence, the absence of a) and b) 
means that he established his po- 
sition as ISKCON's diksa guru per- 
manently, and therefore it is a fact 
that he did want to be ISKCON's 



No debate: Srila Prabhupada is 
ISKCON's permanent diksa guru 

permanent diksa guru. 

Thus: 

i) Accepting that SrTla Prabhu- 
pada could be ISKCON's diksa gu- 
ru if he wanted to, is predicated on 
accepting the fact that there is no 
teaching [points a) and b)] from 
SrTla Prabhupada which prevents 
him from doing so. 

ii) But the absence of such a 
teaching means that SrTla Prabhu- 
pada's establishment of himself as 
ISKCON's diksa guru from 1 966 on- 
wards was not a temporary meas- 
ure to be terminated on his physi- 
cal departure. 

iii) And if it was not a tempo- 
rary measure, then it was perma- 
nent, meaning SrTla Prabhupada 
established himself as ISKCON's 
permanent diksa guru. 

Hence, the above argument 
actually concedes the very prop- 
osition it is attempting to argue 
against! 

Conclusion 

In order for there to be a de- 
bate, there has to be something to 
debate. If your opponent: 

1) agrees with you; 

2) can give no reason to oppose 
your position; 

3) offers arguments that concede 
your position; 

then the debate is over before 
it has even begun! 

The GBC has done 1 ). The pre- 
vious three articles establish that 
2) is also a reality. And, given 2), 
one is then forced into 3). 

Hence, the GBC has no argu- 
ment for the IRM to debate. 


please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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All Paths Lead to GBC Defeat 


Srila Prabhupada establishes himself as current link and sole diksa guru for ISKCON in 1 966 


Srila Prabhupada teaches 
normal initiation system for 
ISKCON wherein he is diksa guru 


GBC agrees with IRM 


GBC fabricates new guru system 


V V V 


Srila Prabhupada does not teach that diksa guru 
is restricted from initiating on physical departure 


V 


Srila Prabhupada is ISKCON's 
permanent diksa guru 


V 


No proof required that Srila Prabhupada 
remains ISKCON's diksa guru 


V 


V 


Srila Prabhupada continues to initiate 


V 


V 


DEBATE OVER - SRILA PRABHUPADA REMAINS ISKCON'S DIKSA GURU 


T he arguments presented on 
the previous 4 pages have 
clearly established that there can 
actually be no debate regard- 
ing the IRM's position that Srila 
Prabhupada did not teach that the 
diksa guru should be restricted 
from initiating due to his physical 
departure. A tacit confirmation of 
this conclusion was given by 
ISKCON guru and book editor 
"scholar" HH Jayadvaita Swami 
("JAS") ; when he admitted that 
he had no proof that Srila Prabhu- 
pada ceased to initiate just be- 
cause he had physically departed: 
"Now, I recognize that my 
reasons don't amount to 'proof' 
that an acarya couldn't initiate 
'from the world beyond.'" 

(JAS, 4/6/04, PAMHO: 8277952) 
However, he and others still 
attempt to try and generate a de- 
bate by engaging in fallacious ar- 
guments, which we will expose 
below. 

Burden of proof fallacy 

After presenting the state- 
ment above, JAS attempts to try 
and give a semblance of a de- 
bate by claiming that he does 
not even need to prove that Srila 


Prabhupada is restricted from in- 
itiating due to his physical depar- 
ture; rather it is the IRM who need 
to prove a negative — that Srila 
Prabhupada is not restricted. 

"What I'm saying, more pre- 
cisely, is that I've seen no reason 
to suppose that he does, and 
that tradition argues against it. 
And so, if you want to make a 
case for it, the burden of proof 
lies entirely with you." 

(JAS, 4/6/04, PAMHO: 8277952) 

However, only those who 
make an assertion have to prove 
it. If one asserts that Srila Prabhu- 
pada is restricted from initiating 
due to his physical departure, then 
the person making that assertion 
must prove it. If they cannot, then 
they have no basis on which to 
claim that the assertion is true. 
Thus, if they cannot prove that Srila 
Prabhupada must be restricted 
from initiating due to his physical 
departure, then they cannot claim 
that he is restricted from initiat- 
ing due to his physical departure. 
And it is a fact that Srila Prabhu- 
pada never taught that he is so 
restricted, and now we see that 
those who claim he was are also 
unable to offer any proof; indeed, 


they refuse to offer any proof! 
Thus, since Srila Prabhupada is 
not restricted from initiating on 
his physical departure, there is 
nothing for which the IRM has to 
even make a case. For then, Srila 
Prabhupada's position as ISKCON's 
diksa guru as established in 
1966 — an establishment that is 
not under dispute — is not termi- 
nated on his physical departure — 
and thus he remains ISKCON's 
diksa guru. 

Continuation fallacy 

A variant of the previous fal- 
lacy was stated by ISKCON guru 
and GBC, HH Bhakti Charu Swa- 
mi ("BCS") in the following way: 

"[...] it's not mentioned in 
the scriptures that after one's 
disappearance one will con- 
tinue to give diksa . It doesn't 
happen that way and Srila 
Prabhupada didn't himself say 
anything about that." 

(BCS Seminar, "Srila Prabhupada's 
Position in ISKCON", 7/4/14) 

This assumes that there should 
be a natural restriction on the 
diksa guru initiating after his phys- 
ical departure. Otherwise, if such a 
restriction did not exist, then nei- 


ther Srila Prabhupada nor scrip- 
ture would need to make a case 
for overcoming a restriction that 
does not need to be overcome. 
And we have exhaustively shown 
in this and the previous 4 articles 
that no evidence for such a re- 
striction exists. Thus, since Srila 
Prabhupada is not stopped from 
continuing to give diksa on his 
physical departure, he continues 
to do so, since unless an action is 
stopped, by definition it continues. 
Hence, there is no requirement to 
prove Srila Prabhupada continues 
to give diksa, as he never stopped, 
and so again there is no debate. 

Conclusion 

The diagram above summaris- 
es the evidences presented in this 
and the previous 4 articles. These 
5 articles have exhaustively doc- 
umented that the GBC's case for 
stopping Srila Prabhupada from 
initiating on his physical depar- 
ture is so pathetic that they can- 
not even offer an argument that 
requires to be debated! And, thus, 
Srila Prabhupada remains and 
continues as ISKCON's permanent 
diksa guru, which is the IRM's po- 
sition. 


please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Found er-Acarya book 

"Thank you very much for the 
new book, Srila Prabhupada: The 
Founder- Acarya of I5KCON. 

It goes a long way toward 
clarifying matters and should help 
the undecided devotees to under- 
stand the truth of the spirit-matter, 
(substance), of the issue of who is 
the only initiating guru in ISKCON. 

If other dcaryas surface, great, 
they can serve under Srila Prabhu- 
pada in ISKCON or start their 
own organization. No bona fide 
acarya would usurp His Divine 
Grace's position, etc., in ISKCON 
against his will." 

- Bhakta Charles, Oregon, USA 

BTP Exchange 

" PAMHO . Hare Krsna, Prabhuji, 

I have received TFO and Gu- 
jarati BTP. I liked it very much. I 
am now fully convinced that Srila 
Prabhupada is the only diksa guru 
in ISKCON." 

- Biren Chauhan, Gujarat, India 

Thank you. 

- Editor 

"I have a question. Some of 
Narayana Maharaja's disciples say 
that the GBC can't be trusted and 
so the July 9th letter of rtvik initi- 
ation may have been fabricated." 

- Biren 

The facts are that this same 
system of rtvik initiation is any- 
way referred to on tape: 

1) "And nobody is going to 
disturb you there. Make your 
own field and continue to be- 
come rttvik and act on my 
charge." 

(Srila Prabhupada, Room conversa- 
tion, 19/7/77) 

Note: A similar letter was writ- 
ten to one of the rtviks appointed 
in the July 9th letter, Harhsaduta 
Dasa, on behalf of Srila Prabhu- 
pada by his secretary: 

"No one will disturb you 
there. Make your own field and 
continue to be rittik and act on 
my behalf." 

(Letter, 31/7/77) 


BTP Interactive 


Srila Prabhupada 

The Founderviean fl of ISKCON 



Srila Prabhupada: 

The Founder -Acarya of ISKCON 


2) Kuladri: "...daksina, eight 
thousand dollars in daksina, for... 
Before... With the new system of 
initiation that you've initiated, he 
asked them to write you a check 
for $1 1 1 for each devotee he's in- 
itiating for you. So he has a check 
for eight thousand dollars for 
you. One of the girls has taken sil- 
ver thread and crocheted this sil- 
ver bead bag with silver thread. 
[Prabhupada chuckles] Silver 
thread on satin." 

Srila Prabhupada: "Silver 
thread." 

(Room conversation, 6/10/77) 

Srila Prabhupada is told of the 
"new system of initiation" that he 
has "initiated", in which one of the 
rtviks is "initiating for you". And 
Srila Prabhupada does not que- 
ry this new system, or the daksina 
and disciples received via this sys- 
tem. 

3) Srila Prabhupada: "Hare 
Krsna. One Bengali gentleman 
has come from New York?" [One 
man had travelled from New York 
to be initiated by Srila Prabhupada]. 

Tamala Krsna: "Yes. Mr. Suka- 
mal Roy Chowdury." 

Srila Prabhupada: "So I have 
deputed some of you to initiate. 
Hmm?" 

Tamala Krsna: "[...] Yes, Srila 
Prabhupada." 

Srila Prabhupada: "So I think 
Jayapataka can do that if he likes. 


I have already deputed. Tell him." 

Tamala Krsna: "Yes." 

Srila Prabhupada: "So, depu- 
ties, Jayapataka's name was there?" 

Bhagavan: "It is already on 
there, Srila Prabhupada. His name 
was on that list" 

Srila Prabhupada: "So I de- 
pute him to do this at Mayapur, 
and you may go with him." 

(Room conversation, 18/10/77) 

Srila Prabhupada refers here 
to the list of rtviks who had been 
authorised to initiate on his behalf 
in the July 9th directive. 

Thus, it is a fact that, just a few 
months before his departure, Srila 
Prabhupada did set up a system 
of initiation for ISKCON that relied 
entirely on representatives to ini- 
tiate on his behalf. And, when this 
system was set up, it was not stat- 
ed that it would be terminated on 
Srila Prabhupada's departure, nor 
did Srila Prabhupada subsequent- 
ly order that it be terminated on 
his departure. 

Mindset behind guru 
hoax 

"Please be advised that I have 
received a copy of The Final Or- 
der. I cannot express my feelings 
of gratitude sufficiently to you 
for producing and distributing 
this kind of literature. It is the first 
ray of sanity I have received since 
leaving the ISKCON movement in 
the early '80s. This literature dem- 
onstrates a tremendous concerted 
effort to serve Srila Prabhupada 
purely, in the face of the heart- 
breaking resistance of ISKCON's 
management. 

Thank you for all of your work 
in this connection. If not for your 
enormous efforts, I would give up 
all hope of understanding the sit- 
uation. The issues seem so very 
clear, and easy to understand. 

I do not know what can be 
done from this point forward, but 
I am very much wanting to re- 
main connected with your efforts. 
Thank you so very much. 


I was initiated by Srila Prabhu- 
pada in 1968. And under his di- 
rect order I developed the Balar- 
am Mrdahga. I keep the principles 
without strain, chant japa dai- 
ly, offer my food on our little altar 
with kirtan, read our literature. 

If these "leaders" in ISKCON re- 
ally understand who Srila Prabhu- 
pada is as Krishna's confidential 
representative, how could they 
go against his final order with- 
out having fear that their eternal 
future is in jeopardy? And if they 
don't actually believe that Srila 
Prabhupada is a mahabhagavata, 
a self-realized topmost devotee in 
intimate relationship with Krishna, 
why are they willing to invest their 
life's energy in trying to continue 
the ISKCON movement? These 
questions are a puzzle to me. Can 
you make some comment so that 
I can understand how these men 
are thinking?" 

- Ishan Dasa, New Mexico, USA 

Editor replies: 

A conditioned soul has 4 de- 
fects: 

"The defects of a conditioned 
soul are: (1 ) he must commit mis- 
takes; (2) he must be illusioned; 
(3) he must possess the tenden- 
cy to cheat others; and (4) all his 
senses must be imperfect." 
(Teachings of Lord Caitanya) 

Bearing this in mind, let us 
now refer to your questions. 

1) You first ask how it is pos- 
sible for ISKCON leaders to diso- 
bey Srila Prabhupada in regards 
to his final order to keep him as 
ISKCON's diksa guru, if they un- 
derstand that Srila Prabhupada is 
Krishna's confidential representa- 
tive. It is possible for them to un- 
derstand this and still disobey his 
orders if they are stupid and de- 
luded enough to actually believe 
Srila Prabhupada wanted them 
to succeed him as ISKCON's diksa 
guru and be worshipped 'as good 
as God', even though there is no 
evidence for this! Such delusion 
which makes one see what one 


please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Srila Prabhupada: 


His position usurped for PAD 

wants to see, is easily achieved 
if one is motivated by an over- 
whelming desire for Profit, Ad- 
oration and Distinction (PAD). 
For then, one's motivation will en- 
sure that one only "sees" whatever 
will fulfil one's PAD desires. Hence, 
these conditioned souls would be 
exhibiting the defects of becom- 
ing illusioned and making mis- 
takes. 

2) You then ask, if ISKCON's 
leaders do not believe that Srila 
Prabhupada is Krishna's confiden- 
tial representative, why would 
they invest their life's energy in 
keeping ISKCON going? If one 
wishes to acquire PAD with- 
in ISKCON, the means to doing 
this involve keeping ISKCON go- 
ing with followers willing to do- 
nate money and worship the "gu- 
rus". Otherwise, without ISKCON 
as a viable vehicle, they would 
lose the platform by which they 
can achieve PAD. Similarly, Srila 
Prabhupada and his teachings at- 
tract followers to the movement. 
Hence, PAD-seekers in ISKCON 
also need to promote Srila 
Prabhupada and his teachings. 
Otherwise, if Srila Prabhupada is 
not accepted as a pure devotee 
presenting the pure teachings 
of Lord Krishna, ISKCON's lead- 
ers would have nothing to "mar- 
ket" with which to attract follow- 


BTP Interactive (continued) 


ers and their consequent mon- 
ey and worship, which is essen- 
tial to achieving the PAD they 
seek. Thus, it is not necessary for 
them to actually believe that "Srila 
Prabhupada is a self-realized top- 
most devotee in intimate relation- 
ship with Krishna" in order to keep 
ISKCON going. Because they need 
ISKCON going simply to fulfil their 
ambitions. Rather, they just need 
others to believe this, so that they 
can then fraudulently receive all 
the worship and donations as the 
"representatives" for this move- 
ment and Srila Prabhupada. In 
this case, these conditioned souls 
would be exhibiting the defect of 
cheating others. 

Thus, through exhibiting these 
defects of the conditioned soul 
in relation to the guru hoax, both 
scenarios you have presented are 
possible. 

ISKCON degraded by 
hoaxers 

"I have just started to get deep- 
er into Vedic philosophy and met 
some devotees in Canada but 
now I see even here not every- 
thing is good. So sorry Kali-yuga!*" 
- Andrey Terentiev, Charlottetown, 
Canada 

^current degraded Age of Hypocrisy 

"Radhe Radhe, 

Krishnakant et al, 

Thanks once again for expos- 
ing these "Ungrateful So-called 
Gurus" such as Saclnandana. (Ref: 
"GBC Support Blasphemy of the 
Acarya s", BTP 42). 

These rascals like this Saclnan- 
dana are deluded by Kali-yuga. 
They would try anything to con- 
tinue to position themselves as 
advanced sannyasis. 

Just see how much they have 
degraded Chaitanya's movement. 

In essence, they continue to 
be betrayed by Kali-yuga. 

Talk about the blind leading 
the blind. 

Thanks for your continued 
efforts to expose these people. 


Krishna will continue to allow you 
to carry on. 

The caveat, however, is do 
not expect them to relinquish the 
tight grip they have on ISKCON." 

- Hari Jagernauth, Florida, USA 

Editor replies: 

Yes, it is because we are not 
expecting them to give up their 
positions of power, that we are 
alerting everyone to their true 
status, so that devotees can re- 
main only at Srila Prabhupada's 
lotus feet. 

"History" vs Srila 
Prabhupada's order 

"Haribol, 

One question that always 
comes up amongst devotees, 
even those who are not part of 
ISKCON, is that the rtvik system 
that Prabhupada had supposed- 
ly set up has never before been 
done in the history of our sam- 
pradaya, or any one else's. That is, 
where the acarya would be the 
only initiating guru for many years 
to come. 

Has there ever been a stretch 
of time in our sampradaya's histo- 
ry where a guru /acarya was not 
physically present but accepted 
disciples through rtvik priests?" 

- Mark Flatley, Brooklyn, USA 

Editor replies: 

1) The issue of what has oc- 
curred historically would only be 
relevant if Srila Prabhupada had 
stated that he will always only 
copy what has happened histori- 
cally. He has not. So this historical 
question has no bearing on the is- 
sue, and thus does not even re- 
quire to be answered. 

2) Further, unless Srila Prabhu- 
pada has provided a detailed ac- 
count of every bona fide initia- 
tion carried out in history — which 
he has not — one cannot actually 
even answer this question. 

The opposite of politics 

The following letter was re- 
ceived from Acchedya Dasa, from 


Liineburg, Germany, and our com- 
ments are interspersed in blue be- 
tween his statements below: 

" Namaste and Hari Om. 

Dear Krishnakant Prabhu, 

I'd like to say thanks for send- 
ing this nice magazine for so long. 

Yes, I got almost all issues, and 
so has my Godbrother Akrura 
Prabhu. 

We find them always interest- 
ing and inspiring. 

Likewise we like to read Srila 
Prabhupada's books even more." 

Yes, that is the way it should 
be, that you like to read Srila 
Prabhupada's books even more. 
In fact, the purpose of BTP is to en- 
courage devotees to only read Srila 
Prabhupada's books, rather than 
the many books produced by the 
guru hoaxers of ISKCON. And in 
this we have been successful. 

"But also, I feel bored to hear 
anything more about ISKCON. It 
makes me feel sorry for them, es- 
pecially for the new bhaktas. 

So we pensioners like to calm 
down and don't mingle so much 
with politics." 

Srila Prabhupada explains 
what politics actually is: 

"For Vaisnava there is no 
suffering, personally. But he is 
very much anxious: "How these 
rascals will be happy?" That is 
his business. "These rascals are 
misled. They are going astray, 
unhappy. So how they should 
be happy?" So that is Vaisna- 
va's business. So the Vaisna- 
va, therefore, will have no pol- 
itics. Politics means planning 
for one's own happiness. That is 
politics. So in our society there 
should be no diplomacy, no pol- 
itics. Everyone should be eager 
how to do good to others. That 
is Vaisnava." 

(Srila Prabhupada, Morning Walk, 
15/3/74) 

Like you, we also feel sorry for 
the devotees in ISKCON who are 
being "misled", "going astray", and 
"unhappy". And we are thus "very 
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Bringing devotees 
'back to Prabhupada' 


much anxious": "How they should 
be happy" And we are very "eager 
to do good" to others in ISKCON 
by informing them that they 
need to go 'back to Prabhupada' 
This, according to SrTla Prabhu- 
pada above, is the definition of 
not being political, and this is ex- 
actly what we are attempting to 
do by spending our lives trying to 
reach out to those devotees who 
are misled. While, not doing this 
and only being concerned about 
oneself, and thus one's own happi- 
ness rather than the happiness of 
others, is actually the definition of 
politics, as stated by SrTla Prabhu- 
pada above. So, rather than min- 
gling with politics, we are trying 
very hard to do the exact oppo- 
site. 

"It is so nice to chant and read 
and hear the holy name, that it 
becomes less interesting what 
ISKCON does or does not do. It 
has nothing to do with my real 
life day after day. What we need is 
not more organisations, but more 
taste for the nectar SrTla Prabhu- 
pada left for us." 

Yes, we should chant and hear 
the holy name. In turn, appreciat- 
ing the nectar of the holy name 
will simply push us to serve SrTla 
Prabhupada more and more, 
since by chanting the holy name, 
we are actually asking Krishna to 
be engaged in His service: 

"Simply you require your 


heart: "O Krsna, You are my 
Lord. You are my master eter- 
nally. I am Your servant eternally. 
Let me be engaged in Your ser- 
vice." That is Hare Krsna, Hare 
Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ 
Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama 
Rama, Hare Hare. This is the 
meaning of Hare Krsna mantra: 
"O Krsna, O energy of Krsna, I am 
Your servant. Somehow or other 
I have now fallen in this materi- 
al condition. Kindly pick me up 
and engage me in service."" 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 1/3/77) 

And we serve Lord Krishna 
via serving SrTla Prabhupada, His 
pure representative, who in turn is 
served by bringing him to those 
who already want him— the 
poor devotees who have joined 
ISKCON to follow SrTla Prabhu- 
pada, but have been led away 
from him. And this is what we are 
attempting to do. 

"Everything else I think is all ar- 
ranged by our sweet Lord, Whom 
we forget so easily in our dai- 
ly routine. So better to think of 
Krishna, and not so much of this 
hijacked movement, which is 
not reformable like the GaudTya 
Matha." 

Yes, we are always thinking of 
Krishna because, as just explained, 
what we do, we do only as a ser- 
vice to Krishna, through His pure 
representative SrTla Prabhupada. 

And individual devotees can 
be reformed, as proven by the fact 
that so many who were following 
the guru hoax previously, are now 
following only SrTla Prabhupada — 
which would not have happened 
if we had not engaged in our ser- 
vice to Lord Krishna. 

"Well, this is only my person- 
al impression, and you may have 
another idea and that is also good, 
since we are all individuals and 
not robots! 

I wish all the best for your mis- 
sion, and for your sadhana. Stay 
high, stay strong and don't go 
wrong." 


Thank you so much for your 
good wishes. 

Physician heal thyself 

To make BTP accessible to 
non-English readers, we translate 
selected articles in different lan- 
guages and send them by email 
regularly to devotees. The letter 
below refers to our French BTP e- 
newsletters. 

"Nobody is perfect but spend- 
ing one's life criticizing others 
(who have done tremendous ser- 
vice (even maybe with mistakes) is 
a much bigger offense. 

Prabhupada would not be 
pleased with you in my opinion. 

You can do what you like, but 
just leave me alone and do not 
send any messages anymore. The 
messages anyhow end up in the 
spam folder automatically and I 
never read them." 

-Visakha Devi Dasi, Bhaktivedanta 
College, Belgium 

1) SrTla Prabhupada has never 
taught that: 

a. If someone has done service 
previously, we should not point 
out if they then subsequently 
act like a thief and steal disciples 
meant for SrTla Prabhupada. 

b. Pointing out such a thief is 
"a much bigger offense". 

Rather, SrTla Prabhupada states: 

"If a man is a thief and if 
people are warned that he is 
a thief, that is truth. Although 
sometimes the truth is unpal- 
atable, one should not refrain 
from speaking it. Truthfulness 
demands that the facts be pre- 
sented as they are for the bene- 
fit of others." 

(Bg., 10.4-5) 

Note, SrTla Prabhupada does 
not make an exception if the thief 
has previously done "tremendous 
service", nor does SrTla Prabhu- 
pada state that it is a "much big- 
ger offense". 

2) We are offered an opin- 
ion here on the content of BTP 
by someone who admits she has 


"never read " it. This means that the 
person does not know what she is 
passing judgement on, but rath- 
er is relying purely on prejudice 
to pass such judgement. This is a 
very illiterate approach to be tak- 
en by anyone, especially one who 
works in the field of ISKCON "edu- 
cation" (Bhaktivedanta College is 
supposedly ISKCON's premier in- 
stitute for education). 

If the approach of Bhakti- 
vedanta College is to educate dev- 
otees in the truth through a mix- 
ture of making up SrTla Prabhu- 
pada's teachings, ignorance and 
prejudice, no wonder ISKCON's 
devotees are following so many 
falsehoods! 

Fear of the truth 

The following letter was sent 
by Denver Maistry from Durban, 
South Africa, and our response in 
blue is interspersed between his 
statements below: 

"I used to associate with 
ISKCON but rarely or don't any- 
more. However I am wary of say- 
ing anything about them, even 
about asking anything contro- 
versial, because we have been 
to greater or lesser degree in- 
doctrinated in the fear of Vaisna- 
va-aparadha. I feel I am on shaky 
ground even visiting or reading 
websites such as yours let alone 
those even more outspoken. 
Nonetheless one cannot tread on 
eggshells forever." 

Your characterisation of being 
"indoctrinated" by today's ISKCON 
in the fear of Vaisnava-aparadha 
is correct. In BTP 32, we explained 
by reference to SrTla Prabhupada's 
teachings what Vaisnava-aparad- 
ha actually is, and it is the making 
of false statements against Vaisna- 
vas: 

"Another story fabricated 
to defame Srlla Jiva Gosvami 
states [...] This story is anoth- 
er ignominious example of 
blasphemy against a guru and 
Vaisnava. Such a story should 
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never be accepted as authori- 
tative" 

(Cc., Adi-lila, 10.85) 

Therefore, since you are not 
making any false statements 
against Vaisnavas but are sim- 
ply wishing to ask questions, you 
would clearly not be engaging in 
Vaisnava-aparadha. Rather, such 
questioning is encouraged: 

"A sincere student should 
not neglect the discussion of 
such conclusions, considering 
them controversial, for such dis- 
cussions strengthen the mind. 
Thus one's mind becomes at- 
tached to Sri Krsna." 

(Cc., Adi-lila, 2.117) 

Similarly, questions regarding 
SrTla Prabhupada's supreme sta- 
tus as ISKCON's only diksa guru 
will also help us become attached 
to SrTla Prabhupada and Krishna, 
since SrTla Prabhupada is Krishna's 
dearmost servant. Thus, yes, you 
have indeed been "indoctrinated" 
with false teachings by ISKCON in 
order to be silenced and stopped 
from asking pertinent questions. 

"For all I and many others know, 
perhaps the only reason ISKCON 
does not answer its "fellow Vaisna- 
va detractors" is because it's busy 
with the business of propagating 
Krsna consciousness — not neces- 
sarily because it is evasive or has 
something to hide. I don't know 
either way. Indeed, for all I know 
ISKCON-IRM may now be the in- 
cumbent and valid exponent of 
Krsna consciousness in the world." 

The facts are that ISKCON's 
leaders have actually made doz- 
ens of attempts to try and answer 
the points raised by The Final Or- 
der. They have needed to make 
so many attempts because each 
time their attempts have been 
soundly defeated! Please see the 
"Challengers to the IRM Defeated" 
matrix on our website homepage: 
www.iskconirm.com 

Thus, it is not that they do not 
try and answer, it's just that they 
can not\ 
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"Therefore, I have a propos- 
al. Please conceive of and then 
invite and engage ISKCON in a 
proper, relevant and respectful 
debate (or series of debates) of 
substance and let it be posted un- 
edited on Youtube. Pick every ma- 
jor and minor point of contention 
yourselves, plus allow public sub- 
missions (including mine) of ma- 
jor and minor issues to be consid- 
ered for debate. Then the whole 
picture will become clearer rath- 
er than increasingly inconclusive, 
ambiguous or confusing." 

1 ) Any serious debate on deep 
philosophical issues is best done 
in writing, rather than a series of 
sound bites, so that all the differ- 
ent arguments, references and ev- 
idences presented can be careful- 
ly scrutinised and analysed by all 
the devotees at length. This is why 
a respected university already or- 
ganised such an official debate 
many years ago. You can read it 
online on our website: 
www.iskconirm.com — scroll 
down to "Official IRM-GBC De- 
bate". 

2) Devotees have been invited 
for many years to present all mi- 
nor and major points of conten- 
tion for the IRM to answer. And for 
46 BTP issues now, we have been 
addressing such points via articles 
and also by responding to readers' 
letters. We have also presented 
voluminous literatures where we 
answer such points of contention. 
Indeed, The Final Order consists 
chiefly of 40 such points of con- 
tention, which are framed as a se- 
ries of challenging questions that 
have been put to us. 

3) Most importantly, if you 
read this issue of Back To Prabhu- 
pada, you will see that we have 
proven that there is nothing to 
debate, since, amongst other rea- 
sons, the GBC already accepts the 
IRM's position philosophically 
(please see pages 6 and 7). They 
simply do not follow it. 

4) Thus, the picture is actually 


very clear. It is not at all "inconclu- 
sive, ambiguous or confusing" for 
those who actually take the time 
and trouble to study both sides of 
the issue. I can understand why 
the picture may be like this for 
you, since you admit that you 
have not taken the time and trou- 
ble to do this, being scared to 
even ask a question due to being 
falsely "indoctrinated" with fear of 
" Vaisnava-aparadha". 

"Till that time, and unless dem- 
onstrated otherwise, it has to be 
accepted (even if only by default 
being the organization found- 
ed directly by Prabhupada), that 
ISKCON (with its existing leader- 
ship and membership) is the au- 
thentic authority and bona-fide 
incumbent exponent of Krsna 
consciousness in the world and 
that all criticism directed towards 
them should be regarded the 
same way as GaudTya Matha criti- 
cism of Prabhupada." 

As already explained, "that 
time" has passed, since it was 
"demonstrated otherwise" long 
ago that the current ISKCON is not 
representing SrTla Prabhupada, 
but rather is operating a guru 
hoax. Thus, the only way criticism 
of today's deviant ISKCON could 
be comparable to criticism of SrTla 
Prabhupada, would be if ISKCON 
was representing SrTla Prabhu- 
pada purely. But we have already 
demonstrated that they are not. 

Taking shelter of Srila 
Prabhupada 

"The lotus feet of SrTla Prabhu- 
pada are glorious because they 
are the only medium for us to get 
in touch with the Supreme Being." 

- Arun Chaitanya Dasa, Udupi, India 

"I love reading Prabhupada's 
books. I learnt a lot from his books. 

I was lucky to meet Prabhupada in 
Chatsworth in 1975. He told me I 
would become a devotee one day. 
Now I am a devotee." 

- Jaisunker Rambaran, Phoenix, South 
Africa 



Srila Prabhupada: 

Everyone's shelter and diksa guru 


"Hello, my name is Ralph Card- 
well and I live in Queensland, Aus- 
tralia. I have been 'reading about 
Krishna and chanting for a num- 
ber of months. In the course of 
my readings I have read some dis- 
turbing things about ISKCON. My 
question to you is, if I don't seek 
an ISKCON guru for shelter and 
guidance, where else do I look? Is 
there anywhere that is following 
the original teachings? Thank you 
for your time and I look forward to 
any advice you can offer." 

- Ralph Cardwell, Queensland, Australia 

Editor replies: 

SrTla Prabhupada is the guru 
who can provide us shelter and 
guidance directly, so the lack of an 
ISKCON guru is no handicap. 

You do not need to look else- 
where. 

"I just have a general question/ 
concern. I want to approach a 
spiritual master, but none having 
to do with ISKCON or the GBC. Is it 
that rare to find a legitimate, pure, 
spiritual example in the line of 
disciplic succession to take shelter 
of that isn't a cheater? Thank you." 

- Stuart Wilson, California, USA 

Editor replies: 

We would advise you to sim- 
ply stick with SrTla Prabhupada as 
your spiritual master. There is no 
need to look for another spiritual 
master, when the perfect spiritual 
master already exists. 
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BTP restoring Srila Prabhupada's 
position as ISKCON's diksa guru 


Criticism & 
factionalism 

"As long you are criticizing Rad- 
hanath Swami, I don't want your 
magazine any more." 

- P. Engberg, Stockholm, Sweden 

Editor replies: 

It is interesting to note that 
previously you had written: 

"Please, enlighten me!! En- 
ough is enough!! Thanks." 

(BTP 38) 

"I got your Summer Issue, 
splendid! I wonder if there is 
any chance to get older issues 
of Back To Prabhupada since 
this is my first magazine from 
IRM. It is very much interesting, 
to say the least. Thanks and Har- 
iboll" 

(BTP 39) 

Thus, criticism of other fellow 
ISKCON guru colleagues of Rad- 
hanath Swami, whom Radhanth 
Swami himself considers bona 
fide, had not concerned you at all! 
This reveals that devotion towards 
Radhanath Swami is generating a 
blind factionalism within ISKCON. 

B7P/IRM Appreciation 

"Dear Prabhu, Hare Krishna. 
We are happy at the efforts put in 
by you in restoring the ISKCON's 
sole diksa guru position of Srila 
Prabhupada. I would like to re- 
ceive a copy of 100 Contradictions: 
The life and teachings of HH Bhakti 
Charu Swami. 


Thanking you," 

- V. Ramaraj, Bangalore, India 

"Jaya Srila Prabhupada. 

Hare Krishna, 

Dear Krishnakant and devo- 
tees, 

Thank you again for the lat- 
est BTP issues. I always wait with 
anticipation for news of pro- 
gress made through your pub- 
lication's discourse and factual- 
ly supported philosophical ar- 
guments. It provides hope that 
there can be a change of minds 
and hearts of devotees who pre- 
sent themselves to be the 'servant 
of the servant'. 

Jaya Srila Prabhupada, 

Yours sincerely," 

- Ralph Eberlein, Melbourne, Aus- 
tralia 

"Hare Krsna! If possible please 
send me the book The Rival Po- 
sition in the IRM-GBC Controver- 
sy within ISKCON. Thanks for the 
wonderful service you are render- 
ing and saving thousands from 
falling into the traps of false gurus." 

- H. Gareeb, Kwazulu-Natal, South Af- 
rica 

"Thanks for the magazine. Great 
as usual. Great reading. 

It's priceless to me! Keep up 
the good work." 

- Donald McClelland, Virginia, USA 

" BTP is excellent and informa- 
tive. Thank you very much." 

- Sangam Trishma, Flacq, Mauritius 

"The BTP was good to read and 
it improved our culture as well as 
our knowledge." 

- Indivar Sangam, St. Julien Village, 
Mauritius 

"Hare Krishna, 

Thank you for BTP. Will enjoy 
reading and learning more." 

- Radhanatha Dasa, Florida, USA 

" Back To Prabhupada is an ex- 
cellent magazine which reflects 
the truth of the Hare Krsna move- 
ment. Keep up your good work to 
explain the Krsna movement." 

- R. Rajasingam, Penang, Malaysia 

"You are so merciful. Thanks 
a lot. Yours in service of Srila 


Prabhupada," 

- Madan Manohar Dasa, Rajasthan, 
India 

"I read a copy of BTP at a friend's 
place and found it thought pro- 
voking. I would like to receive the 
quarterly and also a copy of The Fi- 
nal Order. 

Haribol" 

- Vipul Budhdeo, British Columbia, 
Canada 

"Thanks for keeping in touch 
with me. I look forward to each 
issue of Back To Prabhupada. Hari 
Boll" 

- Marilyn Raeburn, Preston, England 

"I love your publication. Thank 
you very much Krishnakant Prab- 
hu. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 
Hare Krsna." 

- Chandravali Dasi, California, USA 

"I just wanted to email and 
say that I received the books 
and magazines I had requested 
and want to thank you for send- 
ing them all the way to the US for 
me! I am reading them and en- 
joy the full color photos of Srila 
Prabhupada and find it very inter- 
esting pertaining to the issues at 
hand currently within the move- 
ment. 

Just wanted to say thank you 
again. 

Haribol! 

Sincerely," 

- Jason Welvaert, Illinois, USA 

"Dear Krishnakant Prabhu, 

Hare Krsna! Please accept my 
humble obeisances. All glories to 
Srila Prabhupada! 

First of all, let me thank you for 
your steady and amazing service. 
I'm sure that His Divine Grace is 
very pleased by it. 

I'd appreciate if you can input 
my new address into your data so 
I don't miss any future issue of the 
Back To Prabhupada magazine. 

Please feel free to contact me 
if you ever need." 

- Janardana Dasa, Florida, USA 

" BTP is really a divine gift. I just 
read BTP for the first time. Really 
nice magazine. I love it. This mag- 


azine was good to read. 

Hare Krishna." 

- Ravindra Kumar GV, Bangalore, India 

"We really like Back To Prabhu- 
pada magazine. A lot to take in 
and good to know." 

- Keshav Narayan Ahir, Southall, UK 

"Thank you for this seva" 

- Jitendriya Dasa, Michigan, USA 

" Haribol , keep up the good 
work!" 

- Olaf Hendriksen, SB Leiden, The 
Netherlands 

"I am surprised to know that 
ISKCON is involved with this kind 
of mess. But like around the world, 
Kolkata's people are also awaken- 
ing. Hare Krishna." 

- Uday Krishna Paul, Kolkata, India 

"Thank you Prabhus, Matajis — 
your service to Srila Prabhupada 
is appreciated. All glories to Srila 
Prabhupada. Hare Krsna." 

- Christoffer Kamil Skovsted, Copen- 
hagen, Denmark 

"Very nice magazine." 

- M. Ramalingam, Tamil Nadu, India 

"Your service is great. Very 
thankful to you." 

- Mahalaxmi M. Hegde, Karnataka, 
India 

"Thanks for spreading the 
word about who the real author- 
ised ISKCON guru is. Haribol ." 

- Linda Ward, Ipswich, England 

"Thank you. Dear Krishnakant 
Prabhu, Hare Krishna. You're do- 
ing a noble and wonderful service. 
May Lord bless you. 

Articles/interactions are worth 
reading. Keep sending BTP fur- 
ther issues. Once again thanking 
you. Haribol ." 

- Vijayalakshmi L., ISKCON Mysore, 
India 

"Really nice magazine. You are 
doing a great service to the truth." 

- Ranjita Krishna Hegde, North Kar- 
nataka, India 

"Please send me the hard copy 
of The Final Order in English. I am 
already receiving the BTP maga- 
zine and it is excellent." 

- Murali Manohar Dasa, New Jersey, 
USA 
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The Dangers of Soft Philosophy 


I n BTP 32 we had analysed the 
"Qualified Succession" ("QS") 

philosophy (known as "soft rtvik" 
by the GBC), and demonstrated 
how it is incorrect. Here, we offer 
a practical case study of the dan- 
gers of this philosophy by profil- 
ing its founder. 

Soft rtvik genesis 

"Qualified Succession" or the 

"soft rtvik theory" ("SRT") states 
that SrTla Prabhupada remains the 
diksa guru of ISKCON through the 
use of rtvik representatives only as 
a stop gap, simply there to "hold 
the fort" until other gurus can per- 
manently replace him as the diksa 
guru for ISKCON. In 1990, Rupa 
Vilasa Dasa ("RVD") was excom- 
municated from ISKCON for put- 
ting forward this idea: 

"In 1990 I was officially ex- 
pelled from ISKCON by GBC res- 
olution for expounding and pro- 
pagating what is now (I believe) 
referred to as "soft rtvik" phi- 
losophy. [...] My understand- 
ing was that rtvik was a use- 
ful system established by Srlla 
Prabhupada to tide over the so- 
ciety during a period of transi- 
tion and which was intended to 
continue the disciplic succes- 
sion, not abolish it." 

(RVD Letter to ISKCON GBC, 29/1/04) 
RVD had taken the lead in 
presenting this philosophy at the 
famous "San Diego Debate" in 
1990, and thus is identified as the 
founder of this philosophy. 

Hard rtvik genesis 

Conversely, the "hard rtvik" 
theory correctly states that as far 
as the institution of ISKCON is con- 
cerned, SrTla Prabhupada alone is 
its Acarya, which includes acting 
as its diksa guru, and no one else 
will ever occupy this position in 
ISKCON. RVD goes to great pains 
to point out that he was never a 
proponent of this philosophy, and 
that rather it is the BTP Editor who 
was the first person to promote 


SrTla Prabhupada as ISKCON's per- 
manent diksa guru (and ISKCON 
could exist for up to another 9500 
years): 

"I was NEVER a proponent 
of what is now called by some 
HARD RTVIK , i.e. the idea that 
only Srlla Prabhupada can 
ever be the guru and that dev- 
otees who dare to execute the 
office of guru are pretenders. 
This idea is untenable and con- 
tinues to be untenable. It is the 
product of Krishna Kant's imag- 
ination and envy: a philosophy 
of fanaticism and continuous 
aparadha in my estimation." 
(Private RVD email, November, 2014) 

GBC guru apologist 

The letter from RVD to the GBC 
quoted in the first section was 
written specifically by RVD to beg 
the GBC to readmit him back into 
ISKCON. The letter achieved this 
because, as we quoted, RVD made 
it clear that he only ever support- 
ed the SRT rather than the "hard" 
version, and that SrTla Prabhupada 
only ever existed to "tide over" the 
Society. In that letter, RVD elabo- 
rates that this is no longer neces- 
sary, since he believes: 

"[...] there are presently 
persons in ISKCON who are well 
qualified to accept disciples and 
are successfully preserving the 
line taught by Srlla Prabhupada 
with grace and dignity." 

And, in an associated letter of 
clarification written for the GBC 
deputies to GBC member MalatT 
DevT DasT, RVD states: 

"I can see many elevated 
souls, exhibiting all the symp- 
toms described in shastra of lib- 
erated persons." 

Thus, RVD has become an 
enthusiastic GBC guru apolo- 
gist, declaring boldly that there 
are "many" liberated persons in 
ISKCON acting as gurus — some- 
thing that even some of the 
ISKCON gurus themselves do not 
state! And, in the previous section 


we saw that he condemns the no- 
tion that SrTla Prabhupada contin- 
ues to remain ISKCON's diksa guru 
as being a philosophy of "contin- 
uous aparadha Additionally, 
RVD is now listed on the website 
of ISKCON UK's headquarters as a 
well-known ISKCON lecturer, au- 
thor and Bhakti Shastri** teacher. 
♦Offense. ♦♦Scripture. 

Seamless transition 

RVD has been able to achieve 
this newfound status as GBC guru 
sycophant and ISKCON lead- 
er without even needing to ac- 
cept that his original advocacy of 
the SRT was incorrect! In the let- 
ter to MalatT mentioned above, he 
states: 

"I do think that whether rt- 
vik is right or wrong is irrelevant 
presently as there are bona fide 
gurus presently preaching Srlla 
Prabhupada's message that are 
liberated souls." 

And, summarising his position, 
he writes that therefore: 

"I don't think that rtvik has 
any relevance anymore." 

(Private RVD email, November, 2014) 

Thus, it is not that RVD be- 
lieves SRT was wrong; it's just that 
it is not relevant anymore, since 
RVD now accepts that "many" lib- 
erated souls have emerged in 
ISKCON to become gurus. 

Hence, so compatible, and 
thus dangerous, is the SRT with 
today's GBC guru hoax, that its 
founder has been able to go from 
beTng a leading "rtvik advocate" 
to avid GBC guru apologist and 
ISKCON leader without skipping a 
philosophical beat! 

Liberation magic 

One key reason that the SRT is 
so compatible with the guru hoax 
is that it gives full freedom for a 
person to subjectively declare 
someone as being qualified as 
guru, whenever they please. Thus, 
back in the early '90s when RVD 
decided to play the role of revo- 



lutionary, he claimed that none 
of ISKCON's gurus were liberat- 
ed. Just over a decade later, when 
he decided to be part of ISKCON 
again, he is able to convenient- 
ly claim under the SRT that he 
now "sees" that actually there are 
"many" liberated gurus in ISKCON. 
Thus, in a short space of time, and 
under the authority of the same 
exact GBC guru voting system 
that RVD had earlier condemned, 
we miraculously go from no guru 
liberated to many gurus liberated! 

GBC defeat of SRT 

As we documented in our 
book — Srila Prabhupada: The 
Foi/nder-Acarya of ISKCON — 
the GBC foundational "Founder- 
Acarya" booklet accepts that only 
SrTla Prabhupada will ever occupy 
the position of Acarya in ISKCON, 
and that the position of Acarya 
includes him acting as the diksa 
guru. Thus, through their accept- 
ance of SrTla Prabhupada's perma- 
nent Founder -Acarya position in 
ISKCON, the GBC have also accept- 
ed, albeit unwittingly, that SrTla 
Prabhupada alone will remain 
ISKCON's diksa guru. And the IRM 
had established the same conclu- 
sion long ago by presenting SrTla 
Prabhupada's statements in The Fi- 
nal Order. Thus, the SRT is actually 
defeated from every angle! 

Conclusion 

As this case study of the very 
founder of the "soft rtvik " theory 
demonstrates, anything less than 
the adoption of SrTla Prabhupada's 
permanent status as ISKCON's 
diksa guru is just a prelude to a 
guru hoax by another name. 


please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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The Law of Disciplic Convenience - 1 


W e have consistently dem- 
onstrated that those claim- 
ing to be the most spiritually ad- 
vanced persons on the planet — 
the 'good as God' ISKCON gurus — 
actually display qualities that are 
found in those who are amongst 
the lowest members of material- 
istic society: those politicians who 
lie, cheat and frequently change 
and flip-flop over policies in the 
naked pursuit of power. In a pod- 
cast dated 11/1/15, ISKCON guru 
and GBC member HH Sivarama 
Swami ("SRS") reveals the same 
political machinations in regards 
to the "law of disciplic succes- 
sion". All quotes in the shaded box- 
es over the next 2 articles are from 
this podcast. 

The "law" 

This article and the following 
refer to the GBC's actions in re- 
gards to a "law of disciplic succes- 
sion". This law was mentioned by 
SrTla Prabhupada in the following 
letter: 

"But as a matter of etiquette 
it is the custom that during the 
lifetime of your Spiritual master 
you bring the prospective disci- 
ples to him, and in his absence 
or disappearance you can ac- 
cept disciples without any limi- 
tation. This is the law of disciplic 
succession" 

(Srlla Prabhupada Letter, 2/12/75) 

Successors named, no 
general "law" 

"[...] listening to the tapes, the 
1 977 tapes, [. . .] the most powerful 
one is when it becomes a question 
from the GBC members specifically 
as to what should happen. And, of 
course, SrTla Prabhupada says that 
they will become spiritual masters, 
he named some. But he says while 
he's physically present they can- 
not. They can just act as officiat- 
ing acaryas. And that's where this 
word rtvik came up, and when SrTla 
Prabhupada passes away then they 
can actually initiate." 


SRS explains the basis for the 
guru succession that occurred in 
ISKCON in 1978 immediately after 
SrTla Prabhupada's departure (cor- 
rectly known as the Great Guru 
Hoax Part 1, and thoroughly de- 
bunked by us on numerous occa- 
sions — such as in the BTP Special 
Summary Issue, as well as in this 
very issue's Editorial): that SrTla 
Prabhupada supposedly specifi- 
cally named certain individuals to 
succeed him on his departure as 
successor diksa gurus by actually 
naming them to act as rtviks (offi- 
ciating acaryas). 

To allow these 11 named in- 
dividuals to hold on to pow- 
er as the only gurus in the move- 
ment, it became the official poli- 
cy of guru succession from 1978 
onwards that only those who 
were directly named by SrTla 
Prabhupada could become his 
diksa guru successors — the so- 
called "zonal acarya" system of 
only 1 1 diksa gurus. Consequent- 
ly, there was no acceptance of a 
general "law of disciplic succes- 
sion", whereby anyone and every- 
one could become guru (as is cur- 
rently claimed — see next section). 

"Law" discovered, 
floodgates open 

From the mid-1980s onwards, 
a number of persons, such as tem- 
ple presidents (e.g. Ravindra Svaru- 
pa Dasa), non-guru sannyasis (e.g. 
SRS, Jayadvaita Swami, Bhak- 
ti Charu Swami) and others were 
able to get a piece of the guru pie 
by becoming diksa guru succes- 
sors to SrTla Prabhupada. This was 
achieved by a new system that 
would enable them and anyone 
else to also become diksa guru suc- 
cessors to SrTla Prabhupada, simply 
via receiving the requisite num- 
ber of GBC votes. This new system 
was subsequently justified by the 
"law of disciplic succession". It is 
claimed that the law enables all of 
SrTla Prabhupada's disciples to suc- 
ceed him as diksa guru, because 


SrTla Prabhupada has physically de- 
parted, as SRS explains: 
"Prabhupada's disciples entered 
into that service (becoming diksa 
guru) not specifically because they 
wanted to do it but because it was 
SrTla Prabhupada's order, and SrTla 
Prabhupada left this world. And 
therefore Prabhupada said, 'Yes, 
this is the law of disciplic succes- 
sion.'" 

This is analysed in more detail 
in the section entitled "No one or- 
dered" on the next page. 

Movement to break law 
'founded by SRS' 

"[...] we started off with allowing 
disciples to initiate in the physi- 
cal presence of their spiritual mas- 
ter as an exception to the rule that 
SrTla Prabhupada called 'the law 
of disciplic succession'. And that 
exception started with my disci- 
ple, an Indian disciple, Mahavisnu 
Goswami MahSraja. He was Indi- 
an-bodied but he was from UK, 
London, and who's deceased since 
then. And then that exception 
started to be repeated once, twice 
with others, and now the GBC feels 
that this exception is becoming a 
rule." 

Here SRS claims that he was 
the first person to break the "law of 
disciplic succession" given by SrTla 
Prabhupada, which does not per- 
mit a disciple to become a diksa 
guru while his own diksa guru is 
still physically present. He also ad- 
mits that, as a result of his breaking 
the law, a trend was initiated that 
led to many others also breaking 
the law. Thus, by his own words, 
he could be deemed the "found- 
er" of the movement to break SrT- 
la Prabhupada's law. 

Too may gurus - law re- 
instated again 

"[...] the phenomena of Vaisna- 
vas initiating other devotees in 
the physical presence of their own 
diksa guru. [...] Something that 



has been discussed online over 
the last few months to the extent 
that devotees, GBC, put a morato- 
rium on the phenomena until it's 
discussed further. [...] GBC feels 
that this exception is becoming a 
rule [...] therefore we put a mora- 
torium for the time being on that". 

Now SRS states that because 
the law has been broken too much, 
with more and more disciples of 
the GBC gurus becoming diksa gu- 
rus in the physical presence of their 
own gurus, it has once again been 
re-instated by the GBC. And hence, 
all disciples of the physically pre- 
sent GBC gurus will be banned 
from becoming diksa gurus. 

We will break law again if 
necessary 

"There should not be, unless there's 
some very, very exceptional cir- 
cumstances, should define what 
that exceptional circumstance ac- 
tually is, that disciples of a spiritu- 
al master should not initiate in the 
presence of their diksa guru". 

SRS admits that in the future, 
if they feel there are some "excep- 
tional circumstances", they should 
break the law again! Remember, 
it was SRS agreeing that his own 
disciple, Mahavisnu Goswami 
Maharaja, constituted such an "ex- 
ceptional circumstance" which 
SRS claims led to the law being 
broken in the first place. Thus, 
the GBC saw "exceptional circum- 
stances" before to disobey SrTla 
Prabhupada, and SRS wants that 
the GBC does so again. 


# 
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The Law of Disciplic Convenience - 2 


I n the previous article, we ex- 
posed how the GBC has contin- 
ually flip-flopped over the use of 
the "law" at will. Here we will look 
atthe philosophical issues thatare 
relevant to the GBC's actions. 

What "law" actually says 

In regards to succession, the 
"law states: 

"[...] in his absence or dis- 
appearance you can accept dis- 
ciples without any limitation. 
This is the law of disciplic suc- 
cession" 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 2/12/75) 

Thus, the "law" only states 
when a succession can take place. 
It is not an order stating: 

a) That a succession will defi- 
nitely take place on departure (or 
any other time). 

b) That, even in the absence 
of such a succession, SrTla Prabhu- 
pada must stop initiating on de- 
parture or at any other time. 

Hence, the existence of the 
"law" itself does not order SrTla 
Prabhupada's disciples to succeed 
him as ISKCON's diksa guru. The 
"law" only authorised when such 
a succession, if it occurred, could 
take place. And such a succes- 
sion did not take place since SrTla 
Prabhupada had not authorised 
any diksa guru successors. 

No one ordered 

"[...] someone is really dedicat- 
ed, devoted to one's own spirit- 
ual master and takes up the role 
of guru because it's an order, not 
because it's... and it's a desire of 
Krishna. ..not because it's some- 
thing that they want to do. (Go- 
vinda) Maharaja pointed out how 
Prabhupada's disciples entered 
into that service, not specifically 
because they wanted to do it but 
because it was SrTla Prabhupada's 
order, and SrTla Prabhupada left 
this world. And therefore Prabhu- 
pada said, 'Yes, this is the law of 
disciplic succession.' And he re- 
peated that a few times that in 


the physical presence of your guru 
you bring all prospective initiates 
to him and when he leaves then 
you can accept disciples, but not 
until then." 

SRS states here that, as his 
GBC guru colleague Govinda 
Maharaja correctly points out, one 
must first be ordered by one's own 
diksa guru to become guru. But no 
such diksa guru order from SrTla 
Prabhupada to his disciples has 
ever been produced. Nor, as was 
demonstrated in the last section, 
does the "law of disciplic succes- 
sion" itself constitute such a diksa 
guru order. It only stated that 
one at least had to wait until SrTla 
Prabhupada's departure before 
one could theoretically succeed 
him. But since SrTla Prabhupada — 

1 ) Never stated that he would 
stop initiating in ISKCON on his 
departure, or at any other time; 

2) Set up a rtvik system of ini- 
tiation for ISKCON that would en- 
able him to continue initiating 
even after his departure; 

3) Never ordered any individ- 
ual or individuals to succeed him 
as diksa guru — 

the question of SrTla Prabhu- 
pada being succeeded does not 
even arise. 

Self-made gurus 

Contrary to SRS's claims, SRS 
admits that he became a succes- 
sor diksa guru not because he be- 
lieved SrTla Prabhupada had or- 
dered him to, but because a wan- 
nabe disciple of his had asked him 
to do so: 

"At this time I also was asked 
to take up the role of initiating 
spiritual master. I didn't consid- 
er that this would be very con- 
ducive to my personal spiritual 
life and I was satisfied for oth- 
ers to do that service and that I 
would stay in the role of sannya- 
si, a preacher, siksa guru, GBC, 
and probably it was at Gauraii- 
gi's* repeated prompting that 


ultimately I began to think se- 
riously of that service and took 
it up" 

(SRS Podcast, 4/10/06) 

*at the time a young female devo- 
tee, and now an SRS disciple 

And the history of the oth- 
er GBC gurus is similar, showing 
that they became diksa gurus via 
their own initiative and authorisa- 
tion by the GBC, and not because 
there was some order from SrTla 
Prabhupada authorising them to 
become successor diksa gurus. 

No justification for 
disobedience 

"So of course there's always ex- 
ceptions to the rule, but the ex- 
ceptions should really be just that. 
And when SrTla Prabhupada has re- 
peated this issue on numerous oc- 
casions, directly addressed it when 
asked, that even though there are 
many other examples of multi- 
ple... in Jaiva Dharma Bhaktivi- 
node Jhakura gives the exam- 
ple of three generations of disci- 
ples, spiritual masters all concur- 
rently giving diksa , accepting dis- 
ciples. But our business is not to 
jump over to what Bhaktivinode 
Thakura wrote, but rather accept 
that when SrTla Prabhupada tells 
us this is the law, at least certain- 
ly for us, his followers and mem- 
bers of ISKCON, this is the law of 
disciplic succession, is that in the 
presence of the diksa guru devo- 
tees should not accept disciples 
but should bring them to their 
own spiritual master." 

SRS states that he and the rest of 
ISKCON broke the law as an "excep- 
tion". But, as he then admits, SrTla 
Prabhupada never taught any 
exceptions to this law, stating 
that in ISKCON it must be strict- 
ly adhered to, thereby contradict- 
ing SRS's claim that there are "al- 
ways exceptions to the rule". In- 
deed, anyone can verify that SrTla 
Prabhupada never gave any "ex- 
ceptions" to this law, by simply 



reading the text of the law and the 
rest of SrTla Prabhupada's instruc- 
tions. Rather, SRS states that even 
though he believes the previous 
acaryas may have taught that this 
law does not need to be adhered 
to, one cannot "jump over" SrTla 
Prabhupada and take instruction 
from the previous acaryas. 

Conclusion 

The previous article showed 
that after SrTla Prabhupada's phys- 
ical departure, ISKCON's leader- 
ship: 

1) First followed no "law"; 

2) Then claimed to follow the "law"; 

3) Then did not follow the "law"; 

4) Now claims to follow the "law" 
again; 

5) In future may not follow the 
"law" again! 

And this article has shown 
that the law has never been cor- 
rectly applied anyway, since SrTla 
Prabhupada remains ISKCON's 
diksa guru with no successors au- 
thorised, and thus the issue of suc- 
cession does not even arise. Rath- 
er, the "law" has simply been mis- 
used as nothing more than a "law 
of convenience", freely broken and 
misapplied to justify and regulate 
the number of gurus the leaders 
feel the movement should have at 
any one time. Hence, this is clear 
evidence that ISKCON's leadership 
have no concern for SrTla Prabhu- 
pada's orders, but rather will do 
anything in their naked pursuit of 
power. 
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The Relativisation of Srila Prabhupada Continues 


I n BTP Issue 40 we had exposed ISKCON guru HH Hridayananda Dasa Goswami praising the misunderstanding that Srila Prabhupada's teachings 
are conditioned by the culture in which he appeared. And we quoted sastra (scripture) stating that such a misunderstanding of Srila Prabhupada's 
position is actually a hellish mentality: 

""One who thinks the Deity in the temple to be made of wood or stone, who thinks of the spiritual master in the disciplic succession as 
an ordinary man, who thinks the Vaisnava in the Acyuta-gotra to belong to a certain caste or creed or who thinks of caranamrta or Ganges 
water as ordinary water is taken to be a resident of hell." ( Padma Purana)." 


Now, another ISKCON guru and GBC member, Bir Krishna Goswami ("BKG"), has also repeated this same hellish theory: 

"Well, we have to understand that Srila Prabhupada was brought up in a certain culture in Bengal, West Bengal, and there are certain 
cultural things that Prabhupada was manifesting. [...] And the few comments that are there in Prabhupada's books are simply from the cul- 
tural milieu or background where Prabhupada appeared in West Bengal." 

(BKG Lecture, Slovenia, 27/5/14) 

This hellish theory that we can see certain statements that Srila Prabhupada makes in his books as simply being a result of Srila Prabhupada be- 
longing to a certain culture, means that one can pick and choose whichever teachings of Srila Prabhupada one likes by simply claiming that the ones 
one does not like are just Srila Prabhupada "manifesting certain cultural things". In this particular case, BKG was referring to statements Srila Prabhu- 
pada made regarding women. So in the same way BKG believes that these types of statements are not spiritual but only cultural manifestations, oth- 
ers can also dismiss statements they do not believe to be true in the same manner. 

Srila Prabhupada explains that human society is conditioned by so many different types of "isms" due to bodily conditioning: 

"Unfortunately, in this fallen age, people are concerned with the body, not with the soul. They have invented so many "isms" pertaining 
to the body only, not to the soul." 


"Therefore these isms, so-called isms, is good for the rascals, not for the intelligent man. Intelligent man will immediately ask, "Where is 
your equality?" And they cannot reply." 

(Srila Prabhupada, Morning Walk, 29/5/74) 

Thus, the irony in this attempt to "explain away" the teachings of Srila Prabhupada that one believes are only due to Srila Prabhupada being in- 
fluenced by his "cultural milieu", is that it is actually our material conditioning that is making us incorrectly react to certain statements of Srila Prabhu- 
pada as being culturally conditioned rather than spiritual! 

BKG then goes on to explain the qualifications of a bona fide guru: 

"So before one accepts a guru one should ascertain or understand whether or not the guru is bona fide. [...] first of all he has to be 
a servant of his spiritual master, and act accordingly, not try to be some big, let's say, rock and roll guru or something like that. And sec- 
ondly, he has to understand the philosophy, be able to present it and explain the words of his spiritual master, which is Srila Prabhupada. 
And thirdly he has to be fixed in Krishna consciousness, not deviating or falling down from Krishna consciousness." 

We have noted in the past that the standards are so low in ISKCON, that as long as one is not caught engaging in some sexual scandal, the GBC 
guru is considered to be "fixed". But, as BKG correctly explains, to be bona fide, the guru must also understand the philosophy and correctly explain 
the words of Srila Prabhupada. Yet, BKG immediately falls down by this standard because Srila Prabhupada has never stated that some of his state- 
ments are to be dismissed as being merely "cultural manifestations of West Bengal". So, therefore, BKG is not correctly presenting and explaining 
the words of Srila Prabhupada, as he has applied a theory to Srila Prabhupada's words that was not given by Srila Prabhupada himself, but rather 
has been invented by BKG. Thus, by his own measure and statements, BKG is not a bona fide guru. Similarly, every issue of BTP details how none 
of ISKCON's unauthorised GBC gurus are bona fide by this measure, being exposed as unable to correctly explain Srila Prabhupada's teachings. 


(SB, 4.21.12) 


(SB, 4.20.15) 
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